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Carrier phrase: Spune __ iar. /»spune__»jar/   ‘Say __ again’ 
 
  Syllable 
  Initial  Final 
  Word 
  Initial Medial  Medial Final 
p  pată ‘stain’ 

/»pat´/ 
capă ‘cape’ 
/»kap´/ 

 lapte ‘milk’ 
/»lapte/ 

calup ‘last’ 
/ka»lup/ 

t  tobă ‘drum’ 
/»tob´/ 

ghete ‘boots’  
/»gete/ 

 matcă ‘queen bee’ 
/»matk´/ 

curat ‘clean (ADJ)’ 
/ku»rat/ 

k  cupă ‘cup’ 
 /»kup´/ 

focă ‘seal’  
/»fok´/ 

 taxă ‘tax’ 
 /»taks´/ 

cazac ‘Cossack’ 
/ka»zak/ 

b  bagă ‘puts in (3PS)’ 
/»bag´/ 

sobă ‘fireplace’ 
/»sob´/ 

 rabdă ‘bides (3PS)’ 
/»rabd´/ 

arab ‘Arabian’ 
/a»rab/ 

d  dacă ‘if’ 
/»dak´/ 

gâde ‘tickle’ 
/»gˆde/ 

 Rodna ‘(region name)’ 
/»rodna/ 

norod ‘people’ 
/no»rod/ 

g  gata ‘ready’ 
/»gata/ 

bagă ‘puts in (3PS)’ 
/»bag´/ 

 tagmă ‘clique’ 
/»tagm´/ 

culeg ‘pick (1PS)’ 
/ku»leg/ 

f  fată ‘girl’ 
/»fat´/ 

cofă ‘pail’ 
/»cof´/ 

 poftă ‘appetite’ 
/»poft´/   

tarif ‘tariff’ 
/ta»rif/  

s  sete ‘thirst’ 
/»sete/ 

tuse ‘cough’ 
/»tuse/ 

 pască ‘azyme’ 
/»pask´/ 

popas ‘halt’ 
/po»pas/ 

S  şiră ‘spine’ 
/»Sir´/ 

faşă ‘dressing’ 
»faS´/ 

 poştă ‘post office’ 
/»poSt´/ 

căluş ‘gag’ 
/k´»luS/ 

v  vodă ‘hospodar’ 
/»vod´/ 

cuvă ‘shaft’ 
/»kuv´/ 

 râvnă ‘zeal’ 
/»rˆvn´/ 

elev ‘student’ 
/e»lev/ 

z  zare ‘horizon’ 
/»zare/ 

gâză ‘bug’ 
/»gˆz´/ 

 mâzgă ‘slime’ 
/»mˆzg´/  

sacâz ‘rosin’ 
/sa»kˆz/ 

Z  jude ‘judge’ 
/»Zude/ 

tijă ‘cane’ 
/»tiZ´/ 

 vajnic ‘dauntless’ 
/»vaZnik/ 

curaj ‘courage’ 
/ku»raZ/ 

h  husă ‘cover’ 
/»hus´/ 

cehă ‘Czech’ 
/»tSeh´/ 

 lihnit ‘starving’ 
/lih»nit/ 

paroh ‘vicar’ 
/pa»roh/ 

ts  ţară ‘country’ 
/»tsar´/ 

faţă ‘face’ 
/»fats´/ 

 Laţcu ‘(proper name)’ 
/»latsku/ 

căruţ ‘carriage’ 
/k´»ruts/ 

tS  cică ‘as if’ 
/»tSik´/ 

pace ‘peace’ 
/»patSe/ 

 --- papuci ‘shoes’ 
/pa»putSJ/ 

dZ  geană ‘eyelash’ 
/»dZe9an´/ 

rege ‘king’ 
/»redZe/ 

 --- nădragi ‘pants’ 
/n´»dradZJ/ 

r  râpă ‘ravine’ 
 /»rˆp´/ 

gară ‘train station’ 
/»gar´/ 

 turmă ‘flock, herd’ 
/»turm´/ 

topor ‘axe’ 
/to»por/ 

m  mică ‘small’ 
/»mik´/ 

gumă ‘gum’ 
»gum´/ 

 pompă ‘pump’ 
/»pomp´/ 

album ‘album’ 
/al»bum/ 

n  nucă ‘nut’ 
 /»nuk´/ 

lene ‘laziness’ 
/»lene/ 

 tunde ‘mow (INF)’ 
/»tunde/ 

cătun ‘hamlet’ 
/k´»tun/ 

l  lesă ‘leash’ 
/»les´/ 

cale ‘way’ 
/»kale/ 

 multă ‘a lot’ 
/»mult´/ 

pătul ‘bed’ 
/p´»tul/ 

j  iapă ‘mare’ 
/»jap´/ 

baie ‘bath’ 
/»baje/ 

 câine ‘dog’ 
/»kˆjne/ 

făcui ‘did (1PS)’ 
/f´»kuj/ 

w  oală ‘pot’ 
/»wal´/ 

ziuă ‘day’ 
/»ziw´/ 

 august ‘August’ 
/»awgust/ 

cadou ‘present’ 
/ka»dow/ 

Table 1. Singleton consonants (Romanian) 
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  Liquid 
  <l>  <r> 
p  plană ‘flat’ 

/»plan´/ 
 pradă ‘prey’ 

/»prad´/ 
t  ---  tragă ‘pull (INF)’ 

/»trag´/ 
k  clară ‘clear’ 

/»klar´/ 
 cremă ‘cream’ 

/»krem´/ 
b  bleagă ‘loopy’ 

/»ble9ag´/ 
 bragă ‘millet beer’ 

/»brag´/ 
d  ---  dragă ‘dear’ 

/»drag´/ 
g  gloabă ‘jade’ 

/»glo9ab´/ 
 grabă ‘rush’ 

/»grab´/ 
f  floare ‘flower’ 

/»flo9are/ 
 frate ‘brother’ 

/»frate/ 
v  vlagă ‘vigour’ 

/»vlag´/  
 vreme ‘weather’ 

/»vreme/ 
s  slabă ‘weak’ 

/»slab´/ 
 --- 

z  zloată ‘slush’ 
/»zlo 9at´/ 

 --- 

h  hlamidă ‘mantie’ 
/»hlamid´/ 

 hrană ‘food’ 
/»hran´/ 

Table 2. Consonant clusters (Romanian) 
 
  Stress 
  Stressed  Unstressed 
  Syllable 
  Initial Final  Initial Final 
i  şiră ‘spine’ 

/»Sir´/ 
porni ‘start (INF)’ 
/por»ni/ 

 silit ‘forced (ADJ)’ 
/si»lit/ 

cópii ‘copies’ 
/»kopij/ 

e  sete ‘thirst’ 
 /»sete/ 

acel ‘that one’ 
/a»tSel/ 

 beţiv ‘drunkard’ 
/be»tsiv/ 

pace ‘peace’ 
/»patSe/ 

a  dacă ‘if’ 
/»dak´/ 

ceva ’something’ 
/tSe»va/ 

 calup ‘last’ 
/ka»lup/ 

fata ‘girl’ 
/»fata/ 

o  tobă ‘drum’ 
/»tob´/ 

norod ‘people’ 
/no»rod/ 

 topor ‘axe’ 
/to»por/ 

Carol ‘Charles’ 
/»karol/ 

u  jude ‘judge’ 
/»Zude/  

căzu ‘fell down’ 
/k´»zu/ 

 curat ‘clean (ADJ)’ 
/ku»rat/ 

capul ‘head’ 
/»kapul/ 

´  ăsta ‘this one’ 
/»´sta/  

cântă ‘sing’ 
/kˆn»t´/ 

 călit ‘hardened’ 
/k´»lit/ 

cântă ‘sing’ 
/»kˆnt´/ 

ˆ  gâde ‘tickle’ 
/»gˆde/ 

atât ‘so much’ 
/a»tˆt/ 

 pârâu ‘brook’ 
 /pˆ»rˆw/ --- 

e9a  leagăn ‘swing’ 
/»le9ag´n/ 

cobea ‘foretell evil’ 
/ko»be9a/ 

 teatral ‘theatrical’ 
/te9a»tral/ 

cobea ‘bad omen’ 
/»kobe9a/ 

o9a  poală ‘lap’ 
 /»po9al´/ ---  --- --- 

Table 3. Vowels (Romanian) 
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  Stress 
  Stressed  Unstressed 
  Syllable 
  Initial Final  Initial Final 
ia  biată ‘poor’ 

/»bjat´/ 
băiat ‘boy’ 
/b´»jat/ 

 joia ‘Thursday’ 
/»Zoja/ 

albia ‘river bed’ 
/»al.bi.a/ 

ai  gaiţă ‘jay’ 
/»ga.i.ts´/ 

mălai ‘maize’ 
/m´»laj/ 

 bairam ‘party’ 
/baj»ram/ 

cobai ‘guinea pig’ 
/»kobaj/ 

ie  biete ‘poor’ 
/»bjete/ 

caiet ‘notebook’ 
/ka»jet/ 

 ierta ‘forgive (INF)’ 
/jer»ta/ 

râie ‘scabies’ 
/»rˆje/ 

ei  ceilalţi ‘the others’ 
/»tSejlaltsj/ 

cercei ‘earrings’ 
/tSer»tSej/ 

 
--- 

tatei ‘father’ 
/»tatej/ 

io  ionic ‘ionic’ 
/»jonik/ 

camion ‘truck’ 
/kami»jon/ 

 iobag ‘serf’ 
/jo»bag/  

idiot ‘idiot’ 
/idi»jot/ 

oi  doina ‘Romanian folk 
song’ 
/»dojna/ 

eroi ‘heroes’ 
/e»roj/ 

 doinea ‘was singing folk 
songs’ 
/doj»ne9a/ 

--- 

iu  iute ‘quick’ 
/»jute/ 

scatiu1 ‘aberdevine’ 
/ska»tiw/ 

 iubit ‘lover (M)’ 
/ju»bit/ 

valiu ‘valium’ 
/»valju/ 

ui  uite ‘look (IMP,2P)’ 
/»ujte/ 

făcui ‘did (1PS)’ 
/f´»kuj/ 

 uitat ‘forgotten’ 
/uj»tat/ 

părului ‘hair’ 
/»p´ruluj/ 

ˆi  câine ‘dog’ 
/»kˆjne/ 

întâi ‘first’ 
/ˆn»tˆj/ 

 
--- 

sâcâi ‘quibble’ 
/»sˆcˆj/ 

´i  ăilalţi ‘the others’ 
/»´jlaltsj/ 

căinţă ‘penitence’ 
/k´»ints´/ 

 tăinui ‘keep back (INF)’ 
/t´jnu»i/ --- 

au  august ‘August’ 
/»awgust/ 

gustau ‘were tasting (3PP)’ 
/gus»taw/ 

 auzea ‘was hearing (3PS)’ 
/aw»ze9a/ --- 

ua  cuantă ‘quantum’ 
/»kwant´/ 

aluat ‘dough’ 
/a»lwat/ 

 
--- 

ziua ‘day (DEF)’ 
/»ziwa/ 

eu  leuca ‘stave’ 
/»lewka/ 

liceu ‘high school’ 
/li»tSew/ 

 eucalipt ‘eucalyptus’ 
/ewuka»lipt/ --- 

ou  boul ‘ox’ 
/»bowul/ 

cadou ‘present’ 
/ka»dow/ 

 ouşor ‘egg (DIM)’ 
/owu»Sor/ --- 

´u  tăun ‘gadfly’ 
/t´»wun/ 

călău ‘executor’ 
/k´»l´w/ 

 lăuda ‘praise (INF)’ 
/l´wu»da/ --- 

u´  
--- ---  --- 

ziuă ‘day’ 
/»ziw´/ 

ˆu  brâul ‘girdle’ 
/»brˆul/ 

pârâu ‘brook’ 
/pˆ»rˆw/ 

 
--- --- 

ii  viilor ‘vineyards’ 
/»vi.jilor/ 

copii ‘children’ 
/ko»pij/ 

 viitură ‘freshet’ 
/vi.ji»tur´/ 

cópii ‘copies’ 
/»kopij/ 

Table 4. Dipthongs and Hiatus (Romanian) 
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 Other: 
a) Contrastive stress: 

 
Proparoxytones Paroxytones Oxytones 

 cântă ‘sings (3PS)’ 
/»kˆnt´/ 

cântă ‘sang (3PS)’ 
/kˆn»t´/ 

cobea ‘bad omen’ 
/»kobe9a/ 

cobea ‘foretell evil (INF)’ 
/ko»be9a/ 

 

  


